Fatal exacerbation of paraneoplastic systemic sclerosis after neoadjuvant chemotherapy in a breast cancer patient.
Paraneoplastic systemic sclerosis (SSc) occurs in about 3%-7% of individuals with SSc. There are reports of accelerated SSc syndromes associated in particular with breast cancer. Further exacerbations of the rheumatic condition may be induced by treatment of the cancer. We report a 30-year-old African-American woman with a contiguous diagnosis of breast cancer and paraneoplastic SSc. She was treated with neoadjuvant chemotherapy and developed an accelerated SSc syndrome with pericarditis and cardiac tamponade, with lethal results. This case report stresses the need for control of the rheumatic condition prior to the initiation of antineoplastic therapy.